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1. WHAT IS THE WITHDRAWAL AGREEMENT AND DOES IT APPLY TO ME?

The Withdrawal Agreement protects citizens’ rights as part of the deal that sets out the terms of the UK'’s withdrawal from
the EU.

If you were a legal resident in Germany at the end of the transition period (on the 31. December 2020), you are covered

by the Withdrawal Agreement, and your rights will be protected for as long as you remain resident in Germany.

If you aim to become a legal resident of Germany after 1 January 2021, you can refer to www.make-it-in-germany.com.

2. WHAT WAS THE TRANSITION PERIOD AND WHENID IT END?

The Withdrawal Agreement set out a transition period which lasted until 31 December 2020. During the transition
period, you and your family members were able to broadly continue to live, work and study in the EU as you did before.
The transition period ended on 31 December 2020.

3. WHAT IS THE RESIDENCE DOCUMENT GB
( 0 AUHRNDOKUMENT-G B AND HOW DO | GET IT?

It will be issued in a cheque card format , which will contain reference to Article 50 as grounds for residence per the
Withdrawal Agreement (see German residence law). You can obtain it by reporting your residence at the local foreigners’

authority in your area by the 30 June 2021. You can find the authority responsible for your area here.

Some foreigners’ authorities offer online registration, please check the webpage of your authority and /or the federal state
specific information listed below to get more information on the process. Please see a list of existing information provided
by the UK government here. According to the German residence law, the document will be valid for up to ten years (and
at least for five years).


http://germany.iom.int/en/UKNSFproject
http://germany.iom.int/en/UKNSFproject
http://www.make-it-in-germany.com/
https://www.bamf.de/EN/Service/ServiceCenter/BeratungVorOrt/Auslaenderbehoerden/auslaenderbehoerden-node.html;jsessionid=9AE7BB0C17AA7010903D6A7DF1FDDBB4.internet542
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/germany-residency/residence-documentation-for-uk-nationals-in-germany

4. WHAT DOCUMENTS DO | NEED FOR REGISTERING AS A UK
NATIONAL UNDER THE WITHDRAWAL AGREEMENT?

As a UK national, you will have until 30 June 2021 to register for this new residence document (“Aufenthaltsdokument-
GB”).

In order to be eligble under the Withdrawal Agreement you will need to show that you exercised your freedom of
movement before the end of the transition period (on 31 December 2020). For example, you may be asked to provide
proof of having lived in Germany such as proof of employment, tenancy agreements, bills in your name or your registration

(*Anmeldung”) at your local address with the local registration office ("Burgeramt” or “Einwohnermeldeamt”).

We recommend you report to the relevant local Foreigners’ Authority (“Auslanderbehédrde”) as soon as possible to ensure
you are aware of the procedure in your local area and can provide any documents needed to obtain this new residence

document.

For your successful registration the following documents will be needed:

1 Valid Identity Documentfor example your passport)

1 Biometric Picture

1 Proof of lawful residence before 31 December 2§@Adcontinued residence after 1 January 2021
1 Other documents as requested by your local authority

You, like many UK nationals, may have already registered at your address (O0OAnmel dungo’
have not already done so we advise you to register as soon as possible.

To successfully register at your main address in Germany with your local registration office you will
need to provide :

1 Valid Identity Document.g. your passport

T Registration f;6ommobé/fitedbetlgadeely avalat@eiat golr)ocal registration office
or on their website

1 Confirmation of your addresé & Wo h n u n g s g e b; éso dalled SEihzBgdbestagigung dgsO )
VWohnungsgebers” or “Vermieterbescheinigung”. This is a document provided by the landlord or the main

tenant (“Hauptmieter”) to prove you live at this address

Please note that registering at your address is not the same as notifying your local foreigners’ authority as part of the
registration process to obtain the new residence document under the Withdrawal Agreement. If you have not registered

your address before 31. December 2020, we advise you to do so as soon as possible.

There is already more information available on the registration process for the following federal states:

1 Baden-Wirttemberg:
https.//www.service-bw.de/lebenslage/-/sbw/Brexitinformationentfuertbritischet+Staatsangehoerige-
5001649-lebenslage-0 (German)

Bavaria: https//www freistaat.bayern/dokumente/leistung/2796608590125 (English/German)
Berlin: https:/service berlin.de/dienstleistung/330043/ (English/German)

Rheinland -Pfalz: https:/europa.rlp.de/de/rlp-und-europal/brexit/ (German)
Saarland:

E RE N ]

https://www.saarland.de/mibs/DE/aktuelles/newsletter/medieninformationen/_documents/2020/pm11
4 2020-12-11-Aufenthaltsberechtigung-GB.html (German)



https://www.service-bw.de/lebenslage/-/sbw/BrexitInformationen+fuer+britische+Staatsangehoerige-5001649-lebenslage-0
https://www.service-bw.de/lebenslage/-/sbw/BrexitInformationen+fuer+britische+Staatsangehoerige-5001649-lebenslage-0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.freistaat.bayern%2Fdokumente%2Fleistung%2F2796608590125&data=04%7C01%7Clgaertner%40iom.int%7C1b14e609b2074958988108d8b32348e5%7C1588262d23fb43b4bd6ebce49c8e6186%7C1%7C0%7C637456311407599660%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=O%2Fm39YQ0FoWmDMpqRP05fmPRuXojI%2B%2F8gpSO2IyfhOs%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fservice.berlin.de%2Fdienstleistung%2F330043%2F&data=04%7C01%7Clgaertner%40iom.int%7C1b14e609b2074958988108d8b32348e5%7C1588262d23fb43b4bd6ebce49c8e6186%7C1%7C0%7C637456311407599660%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=oqNt%2BoHZJqp3hKJxrgvLG16yS9B37U5MKbt%2FojVu6NA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feuropa.rlp.de%2Fde%2Frlp-und-europa%2Fbrexit%2F&data=04%7C01%7Clgaertner%40iom.int%7C1b14e609b2074958988108d8b32348e5%7C1588262d23fb43b4bd6ebce49c8e6186%7C1%7C0%7C637456311407609656%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=O0L9Egh8nkgq8M3bAj%2BOhT5bOZd7EVynJTXqCNq%2BYzg%3D&reserved=0
https://www.saarland.de/mibs/DE/aktuelles/newsletter/medieninformationen/_documents/2020/pm114_2020-12-11-Aufenthaltsberechtigung-GB.html
https://www.saarland.de/mibs/DE/aktuelles/newsletter/medieninformationen/_documents/2020/pm114_2020-12-11-Aufenthaltsberechtigung-GB.html

1 Schleswig-Holstein: https://www.schleswig-
holstein.de/DE/Fachinhalte/E/europapolitik/brexit_startseite.html
1 Thuringia: Migration | Ministerium fiir Migration, Justiz und Verbraucherschutz (thueringen.de)

Please see the UKNSF Info Sheets for further details on the registration process in your federal state. Further information

can be found in the Living in Germany Guide by the United Kingdom Government.

. WHAT KIND OF DOCUMENT WILL | GET AND HOW MUCH WILL IT
COST?

If you are entited under the Withdrawal Agreement, you will receive the new residence document

(“Aufenthaltsdokument-GB”) which is valid for a minimum of five years and a maximum of ten years. The document costs
the same as a German identity card: EUR 37.00 for persons over the age of 24 and EUR 22.80 for younger
holders. No fee is charged if you have previously been in possession of a residence card or a permanent residence

card. Please see the Federal Ministry of the Interior, Building and Community’s FAQs for further details here.
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.DO | NEED TO HAVE BEENIN GERMANY AT THE END OF THE
TRANSITION PERIOD?

If you were living in Germany prior to 31 December and left the country without having obtained the new residence
document by then, you do not have to be concerned when re-entering Germany in 2021. To ensure your rights are
safeguarded under the Withdrawal Agreement, the most important thing is to make sure you have proof of being lawfully

resident in Germany before the end of the transition period. Please see here for more details on permitted absences.

You should be carrying your new residence document GB when entering Germany after 1 January 2021. If you do not have
this new residence document yet when traveling back to Germany you can instead use an official certificate of application
(“Fiktionsbescheinigung” issued upon application), or a simpler document confirming a notification to the local foreigners'’
authority as supporting prima facie evidence to facilitate entry into Germany, if it is less than 3 months old, as can be address
registration certificates (“Meldebestitigung”). Other credible proof of residence includes job contracts, tenancy agreements

and utility bills in your name.

. ARE FAMILY MEMBERS ALLOWED TO JOIN ME AS A UK NATIONAL?

Family members of UK nationals can join them regardless of their nationality. You may fall within scope of the Withdrawal
Agreement on account of your family ties to a UK national who is a beneficiary of the Withdrawal Agreement. The

following family members within scope are:


https://justiz.thueringen.de/themen/migration
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/living-in-germany
https://www.bmi.bund.de/SharedDocs/pressemitteilungen/EN/2020/11/right-of-residence-for-uk-nationals-in-germany.html
https://www.bmi.bund.de/SharedDocs/faqs/EN/topics/constitution/brexit/faqs-brexit.html

1 Spouses
Registered partners

9 Direct descendantghildren, grandchildren etc.) of the UK national or spouse or registered partner up to

=

the age of 21 or else in receipt of maintenance from them
1 Direct ascendant§parents, grandparents etc.) of the UK national or spouse or registered partner if they are

in receipt of maintenance from them.

8. HOW CAN | OBTAIN PERMANENT RESIDENCYUNDER THE
WITHDRAWAL AGREEMENT

The right of permanent residence can be obtained by UK nationals who fall under Withdrawal Agreement. Please find the
requirements here (as explained above in guestion 6). If you are considered a permanent resident under the Withdrawal
Agreement, the word ‘Daueraufenthalt’ will be added to the back of your ‘Aufenthaltsdokument-GB'. To determine if you
fulfil the requirements of permanent residency, as well as to obtain it, you need to contact your local foreigners' authority
("Auslanderbehérde") who will be best placed to advise you. In general, key steps such as having been resident for 5 years
as well as having proof of residence (as explained above in guestion 4) are important, but each case is assessed individually.
UK nationals with permanent residency who fall under the Withdrawal Agreement can be absent from Germany for up to

5 years.

9. CAN | LEGALLYHOLD MORE THAN ONE RESIDENCE STATUS?

The EU-UK Joint Committee has confirmed that you can hold another residence status in addition to your status under
the Withdrawal Agreement. These can include permanent residency EU (“Daueraufenthalt-EU”), an EU Blue Card or a
national settlement permit (“Niederlassungserlaubnis”). For more information on these other residence statuses please

see here. If you are interested in these, please discuss your options with your local foreigners’ authority.

10. WHAT IS THE UK NATIONALS SUPPORT FUND
AIMS AND ACTIVITIES

The International Organization for Migration (IOM) as part of the UK Nationals Support Fund (UKNSF) supported by the
Foreign Commonwealth and Development Office of the United Kingdom is providing practical support to UK nationals

who may have difficulty completing their residency applications.

IOM and other organisations under the UKNSF will help individuals who may find it harder to complete the necessary
paperwork to secure their residency rights, including pensioners, disabled people, those living in remote areas or who have

mobility difficulties, and those who require help with language translation or interpretation as well as appointments.

In Germany, two organisations are providing this practical support: SSAFA, the armed forces charity, will cover Bremen,
Hamburg, Niedersachsen and Nordrhein-Westfalen and the International Organisation for Migration will cover all other
federal states.

If you or someone you know may have difficulty completing the residency application, you should contact one of these


https://www.bmi.bund.de/SharedDocs/faqs/EN/topics/constitution/brexit/faqs-brexit.html
https://www.bamf.de/EN/Themen/MigrationAufenthalt/ZuwandererDrittstaaten/Migrathek/Niederlassen/niederlassen-node.html;jsessionid=1B48096D239D30FCC951E86F316B150C.internet541?fbclid=IwAR0KxGe31-sFgMs5-JmWZMmFSUTIZfVyiL3OyqdFjnu0Xxd0W-SgfggD2EQ

organisations using the details below to discuss how they may be able to help you.

WHERE IS IOM GERMAMY ACTIVE?

T

12 federal states (Baden-Wurttemberg, Bavaria, Berlin, Brandenburg, Hesse, Mecklenburg-Western
Pomerania, Rhineland-Palatinate, Saarland, Saxony, Saxony-Anhalt, Schleswig-Holstein and Thuringia)

WHAT KIND OF SUPPORT DO WE OFFER?

T
T
T

Advice on residence requirements under the Withdrawal Agreement

Practical guidance based on your location, federal state (“Bundesland”) and individual situation
General information on your residence rights in Germany as well as contacting the foreigners’ authority
(“Auslanderbehorde”) responsible for your case

Additional support for at-risk UK nationals

Language support for UK Nationals struggling with German

Register for individual virtual drop in sessions here and join the UKNSF Facebook Group to stay up to
date!

ARE YOU (FORMER) MILITARY PERSONNEL OR AFFILIATED WITHBRIESH ARMEBORCES?

If you live in one of the twelve federal states listed above and have general questions regarding your
residence rights, please contact us using the UKSNF helpline or our inbox

If you have questions relating to your military pension or service you can reach SSAFA, the Armed Force
Charity, via the following contact details:

SSAFA — The Armed Forces Charity
Email: ukvie.support@ssafa.org.uk
Hotline: 0800 000 1993

Website: https//www.ssafa.org.uk/

DiscLAiMeR |

ADDITIONAL GUIDANCE

INFORMATION RELATING TO RESIDENCE AND EMPLOYMENT

M

Federal Ministry of the Interior, Building and Community


https://www.facebook.com/events/442684173445636
https://www.facebook.com/groups/696302541171392
mailto:UKNationalsDE@iom.int
mailto:ukvie.support@ssafa.org.uk
https://www.ssafa.org.uk/

